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give you all the assistance in their power to facilitate your business there in
general, and in particular that you may not in future have any reason to com-
plain of the want of boats, and as we are willing to give all reasonable liberty
of trade consistently with the interest of the Company's revenues, you may
depend upon our resuming the consideration of this affair whenever we are
assured it is a real grievance.
71.    The 105th paragraph of your letter of the 8th of December 1755 is of
so very extraordinary a nature that we could never have expected from any
of our servants who had the least regard to decency; it is no other than a
tacit request to trade with new comers for your own private benefit to the
apparent prejudice of the Company, though you do not vouchsafe to think the
last the case.   If any of the Prussian ships want the usual assistance of water,
provisions or real necessaries, they are to be supplied according to the custom
of nations in amity one with the other, but you are on no pretence whatsoever
to have any dealings with them or give the least assistance in their mercantile
affairs, for it is a very bad argument that because the French and Dutch
Corapanys' servants make no scruple to provide and sell them such sortments
of goods as they are in want of, that therefore you only are sufferers; if they
have so little regard to the interest of their employers, the more is the [reason]
we expected juster sentiments of duty from you.
72.    As our servants upon the west coast of Sumatra have not hitherto
been in any degree of equality upon a footing in respect to the trade and other
emoluments with those in the other parts of India, we have in our letter to
them by the Falmouth under date of the 29th of December last agreed to give
them the encouragements therein mentioned, which we think proper here to
insert word for word for your information, and we strictly charge you  to
observe and comply with the same for their benefit and advantage so far
as you have, or may have, any concerns or connections in trade or otherways
with them viz.,
"Having maturely considered the situation of our servants upon the West
Coast establishment with respect to the hardships they lye under in their trade,
and being very desirous that they should carry on the same as much to their
advantage as any other of our servants whatsoever, and at the same time
having a view, by a reasonable encouragement, to encrease the Company's
revenues rather by promoting an extensive trade than levying heavy duties,
we have thought proper to direct that the regulations made by the President
and Council of Fort St. George in their letter to you under date of the 21th
October 1754 be annulled and they are accordingly hereby declared void, and
in lieu of them the following regulations are hereby ordered and directed to
take place and to be observed upon the receipt of this letter, and that they may
take effect in the other parts of India, we shall communicate them with the
necessary injunctions to our Presidencies at Fort St. George, Bombay, and Fort
William.
"The Company's servants upon the establishment of the west coast of
Sumatra and all persons there under the protection of the Company are to
have the liberty of resorting to, and trading at, all and any of the Company's
settlements in the East Indies, and at all other places within the Company's
limits, in as full, free, and extensive a manner as the rest of the Company's
servants and others residing under their protection at their Presidencies and